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Integrated Care Update 
 

New Effort to Improve Care for Nursing Facility Residents 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has announced the next phase of 

the Initiative to Reduce Avoidable Hospitalizations among Nursing Facility Residents, 

which seeks to reduce avoidable hospitalizations among beneficiaries eligible for 

Medicare and Medicaid. Early evaluation results of the first phase of the initiative found 

promising effects on all-cause hospitalizations, potentially avoidable hospitalizations, and 

Medicare expenditures.   

 

The new four-year payment phase of the initiative, slated to begin fall 2016, will be 

implemented through cooperative agreements with six of the Enhanced Care and 

Coordination Providers that have been collaborating with long-term care facilities in phase 

one to provide on-site staff for training and preventive services and to improve the 

assessment and management of medical conditions. As described in the press release on 

this new payment phase, practitioners will receive new payments for multidisciplinary care 

planning activities, and participating skilled nursing facilities will receive payments to 

provide additional treatment for common medical conditions that often lead to avoidable 

hospitalizations.  

 

Interactive Tool Maps Medicare Disparities 

CMS’ Office of Minority Health has released a new interactive map to increase 

understanding of geographic disparities in chronic disease among Medicare beneficiaries. 

The Mapping Medicare Disparities (MMD) Tool identifies disparities in health outcomes, 

utilization, and spending by race and ethnicity and geographic location. Pinpointing areas 

with large differences in the proportions of Medicare beneficiaries with chronic diseases is 

an important step for informing policy decisions and efficiently targeting populations and 

geographies for interventions. 

 

To learn more about how to use the tool and its data sources, see the MMD Tool 

Overview. Further details are available in the MMD Tool Frequently Asked Questions 

(FAQ), the Quick Start Guide, and the MMD Tool Technical Documentation. 

 

MedPAC Report to the Congress: Medicare Payment Policy 

The Medicare Payment Advisory Commission’s (MedPAC) March 2016 Report to the 

Congress makes recommendations on payment updates in nine fee-for-service (FFS) 

sectors, including several particularly relevant to coverage for dually eligible beneficiaries: 

skilled nursing facility (SNF) services, home health care services, and hospice services. 

MedPAC recommended freezing Medicare’s SNF rates for 2017. It also recommended 

eliminating the home health agency payment update for 2017, implementing a two-year 

payment rate re-basing effort, and eliminating the use of therapy as a payment factor (i.e., 

http://www.integratedcareresourcecenter.com/
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare-Medicaid-Coordination/Medicare-and-Medicaid-Coordination/Medicare-Medicaid-Coordination-Office/InitiativetoReduceAvoidableHospitalizations/AvoidableHospitalizationsamongNursingFacilityResidents.html
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6Im5hcmNoaWJhbGRAY2hjcy5vcmciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTAxIiwic3Vic2NyaWJlcl9pZCI6IjIyNzI0NjI5MiIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiI2MjgyNDQyMSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jbXMuZ292L01lZGljYXJlLU1lZGljYWlkLUNvb3JkaW5hdGlvbi9NZWRpY2FyZS1hbmQtTWVkaWNhaWQtQ29vcmRpbmF0aW9uL01lZGljYXJlLU1lZGljYWlkLUNvb3JkaW5hdGlvbi1PZmZpY2UvRG93bmxvYWRzL05GUEFIMjAxNUFubnVhbFJlcG9ydC5wZGYiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMTYwMzI0LjU2OTQ5NzQxIn0.hH3P0SW9haxTsqQz3edeNctbM0zS6LVxTqBltyjMCxI
https://www.cms.gov/Newsroom/MediaReleaseDatabase/Press-releases/2016-Press-releases-items/2016-03-24.html
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6Im5hcmNoaWJhbGRAY2hjcy5vcmciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTAxIiwic3Vic2NyaWJlcl9pZCI6IjIyNzI0NjI5MiIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiI2MTQwOTEyNSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jbXMuZ292L0Fib3V0LUNNUy9BZ2VuY3ktSW5mb3JtYXRpb24vT01IL09NSC1NYXBwaW5nLU1lZGljYXJlLURpc3Bhcml0aWVzLmh0bWwiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMTYwMzE3LjU2NjQ3OTExIn0.GF84VUUCk2sey58e2QbB57cFve7s-vcdHcvtNM8hN6g
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/OMH/Downloads/MMDT-Overview.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/About-CMS/Agency-Information/OMH/Downloads/MMDT-Overview.pdf
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6Im5hcmNoaWJhbGRAY2hjcy5vcmciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTA1Iiwic3Vic2NyaWJlcl9pZCI6IjIyNzI0NjI5MiIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiI2MTQwOTEzMyIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jbXMuZ292L0Fib3V0LUNNUy9BZ2VuY3ktSW5mb3JtYXRpb24vT01IL0Rvd25sb2Fkcy9NTURULUZBUXMucGRmIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDE2MDMxNy41NjY0NzkxMSJ9.PwOdLr7itmsFmPJJcCG7g_-C8gb7T75cRx429d42Vho
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6Im5hcmNoaWJhbGRAY2hjcy5vcmciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTA1Iiwic3Vic2NyaWJlcl9pZCI6IjIyNzI0NjI5MiIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiI2MTQwOTEzMyIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jbXMuZ292L0Fib3V0LUNNUy9BZ2VuY3ktSW5mb3JtYXRpb24vT01IL0Rvd25sb2Fkcy9NTURULUZBUXMucGRmIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDE2MDMxNy41NjY0NzkxMSJ9.PwOdLr7itmsFmPJJcCG7g_-C8gb7T75cRx429d42Vho
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6Im5hcmNoaWJhbGRAY2hjcy5vcmciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTA2Iiwic3Vic2NyaWJlcl9pZCI6IjIyNzI0NjI5MiIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiI2MTQwOTEzNyIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jbXMuZ292L0Fib3V0LUNNUy9BZ2VuY3ktSW5mb3JtYXRpb24vT01IL0Rvd25sb2Fkcy9NTURULVF1aWNrLVN0YXJ0LUd1aWRlLnBkZiIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxNjAzMTcuNTY2NDc5MTEifQ.g8yhmW_MX6JjXlyXSn8oYl63kNEEAtpIv9FkA9mZE6Y
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJlbWFpbCI6Im5hcmNoaWJhbGRAY2hjcy5vcmciLCJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoiMTA3Iiwic3Vic2NyaWJlcl9pZCI6IjIyNzI0NjI5MiIsImxpbmtfaWQiOiI2MTQwOTE0MSIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpkaWdlc3QiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5jbXMuZ292L0Fib3V0LUNNUy9BZ2VuY3ktSW5mb3JtYXRpb24vT01IL0Rvd25sb2Fkcy9NTURULVRlY2huaWNhbC1Eb2N1bWVudC5wZGYiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMTYwMzE3LjU2NjQ3OTExIn0.HAsR-XRbRsufEHqToFDQ405lee7j5Qy-Jr8nCe3tC3I
http://www.medpac.gov/documents/reports/march-2016-report-to-the-congress-medicare-payment-policy.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.medpac.gov/documents/reports/march-2016-report-to-the-congress-medicare-payment-policy.pdf?sfvrsn=2


     

basing home health payment on patient characteristics alone). No changes were 

recommended for the hospice base rate payment for 2017. 

 

For Medicare Advantage, MedPAC expects payment base benchmarks to average 102 

percent of FFS --- thus approaching rough equity with FFS. While MedPAC views this as 

an improvement from previous years when the benchmarks substantially exceeded FFS, 

it notes that several issues must be addressed to achieve equity among Medicare 

Advantage plans. MedPAC recommends eliminating the benchmark caps and double 

quality bonuses to improve intercounty benchmark equity. On Part D, MedPAC found 

continued good beneficiary access to prescription drugs, but noted concern about the 

effectiveness of plans’ medication therapy management programs. 

 

MACPAC Report to Congress on Medicaid and CHIP 

The Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC) March 2016 

Report to Congress examines policy issues related to: (1) Medicaid disproportionate 

share payments to hospitals; (2) state and federal approaches to integrate physical and 

behavioral health care; and (3) the design of children’s coverage. Chapter 4 provides an 

overview of the different ways that behavioral health can be integrated with physical 

health at the clinical, payer, and administrative levels within Medicaid programs. It also 

reviews recently implemented behavioral and physical health coordination models in 

comprehensive managed care arrangements, health homes, and accountable care 

organizations. In addition, the MACPAC commissioners discuss the factors that impede 

behavioral and physical health integration at both the practice and the program levels. 

Of particular interest to stakeholders involved in efforts to integrated care for dually 

eligible individuals is a discussion on pages 91-93 of the approaches used by the 

Financial Alignment Initiative demonstrations, Medicare Advantage Dual Eligible Special 

Needs Plans, and the Program of All-inclusive Care for the Elderly to integrate physical 

and behavioral health.  

 

March 2016 Enrollment in Medicare-Medicaid Plans  

Between February and March, total Medicare-Medicaid Plan enrollment in the nine states 

(CA, IL, MA, MI, NY, OH, SC, TX, and VA) currently implementing capitated model 

financial alignment demonstrations decreased slightly from 377,307 to 372,060 as shown 

in ICRC’s table Monthly Enrollment in Medicare-Medicaid Plans by Plan and by State, 

March 2015 to March 2016.  

 

Enrollment in PACE Organizations 

PACE organizations provide comprehensive medical and social services to frail, 

community-dwelling individuals age 55 and older, most of whom are Medicare-Medicaid 

enrollees. As shown in ICRC's table Program of All Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) 

Total Enrollment by State and by Organization, there were a total of 34,709 PACE 

individuals enrolled in the 118 PACE organizations in March 2016, operating in 32 states.  

 
 

 

 New Resources on the ICRC Website      
  
 Overview of State Considerations for Medicaid Managed Long-Term Services and 

Supports (MLTSS) Rate Setting (Integrated Care Resource Center/March 2016) 
This presentation features an overview of MLTSS rate setting basics, shares initial 
findings from a project on Medicaid MLTSS rate setting, and also includes a 

https://www.macpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/March-2016-Report-to-Congress-on-Medicaid-and-CHIP.pdf
https://www.macpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/March-2016-Report-to-Congress-on-Medicaid-and-CHIP.pdf
http://www.integratedcareresourcecenter.com/PDFs/MMP%20Enroll%20by%20State%20Mar%202016.pdf
http://www.integratedcareresourcecenter.com/PDFs/MMP%20Enroll%20by%20State%20Mar%202016.pdf
http://www.integratedcareresourcecenter.com/PDFs/PACE%20Program%20Enroll%20Mar%202016.pdf
http://www.integratedcareresourcecenter.com/PDFs/PACE%20Program%20Enroll%20Mar%202016.pdf
https://chcs.webex.com/ec3000/eventcenter/recording/recordAction.do?theAction=poprecord&AT=pb&internalRecordTicket=4832534b0000000281420b9d3cbc027f5c1d5f9c0d61902e4fb1555b82944a9d1d69066c50949b43&renewticket=0&isurlact=true&recordID=81146502&apiname=lsr.php&format=short&needFilter=false&&SP=EC&rID=81146502&RCID=7d0b813ccbc14061b75b4a630db703ac&siteurl=chcs&actappname=ec3000&actname=%2Feventcenter%2Fframe%2Fg.do&rnd=5271051021&entappname=url3000&entactname=%2FnbrRecordingURL.do
https://chcs.webex.com/ec3000/eventcenter/recording/recordAction.do?theAction=poprecord&AT=pb&internalRecordTicket=4832534b0000000281420b9d3cbc027f5c1d5f9c0d61902e4fb1555b82944a9d1d69066c50949b43&renewticket=0&isurlact=true&recordID=81146502&apiname=lsr.php&format=short&needFilter=false&&SP=EC&rID=81146502&RCID=7d0b813ccbc14061b75b4a630db703ac&siteurl=chcs&actappname=ec3000&actname=%2Feventcenter%2Fframe%2Fg.do&rnd=5271051021&entappname=url3000&entactname=%2FnbrRecordingURL.do


     

facilitated discussion with an expert actuary and state representatives from 
Tennessee and Texas.  

 Using Microsoft Access to Simplify Enrollment Reconciliation in Capitated Financial 
Alignment Demonstrations (Integrated Care Resource Center/March 2016). This 
presentation introduces state enrollment staff to a tool to help prioritize transaction 
reply codes and simplify enrollment reconciliation. 

 Key 2016 Medicare Dates (Integrated Care Resource Center/February 2016) This 
calendar of key Medicare dates assists states and health plans in the 
implementation of integrated Medicare and Medicaid programs for dually eligible 
beneficiaries. 

  

 

 News and Key Upcoming Dates  
  

 

Recent Integrated Care News 

March 15 MedPAC and MACPAC release reports to Congress. 

April 4 
Final Call Letter and announcement of MA capitation rates and 
Part D payment policies for CY 2017 released. 

Key Upcoming Dates 

April 8 

CMS launches the plan benefit package (PBP) module in the Health 
Plan Management System (HPMS); organizations interested in 
offering a MA, PDP, or Medicare-Medicaid Plan (MMP) product 
must submit a PBP that accurately describes the coverage details 
and cost-sharing for all covered benefits by the first Monday in 
June. 

Spring Mid-year Medicare Star ratings released. 

 

https://chcs.webex.com/ec3000/eventcenter/recording/recordAction.do?theAction=poprecord&AT=pb&internalRecordTicket=4832534b00000002507937736b505ae7776eeec3db22be5ce0e99d96142d45d8071c8aabb05e0a03&renewticket=0&isurlact=true&recordID=81406667&apiname=lsr.php&format=short&needFilter=false&&SP=EC&rID=81406667&RCID=fa89d6f83b1444168d97674221b238ef&siteurl=chcs&actappname=ec3000&actname=%2Feventcenter%2Fframe%2Fg.do&rnd=6332235568&entappname=url3000&entactname=%2FnbrRecordingURL.do
https://chcs.webex.com/ec3000/eventcenter/recording/recordAction.do?theAction=poprecord&AT=pb&internalRecordTicket=4832534b00000002507937736b505ae7776eeec3db22be5ce0e99d96142d45d8071c8aabb05e0a03&renewticket=0&isurlact=true&recordID=81406667&apiname=lsr.php&format=short&needFilter=false&&SP=EC&rID=81406667&RCID=fa89d6f83b1444168d97674221b238ef&siteurl=chcs&actappname=ec3000&actname=%2Feventcenter%2Fframe%2Fg.do&rnd=6332235568&entappname=url3000&entactname=%2FnbrRecordingURL.do
http://www.integratedcareresourcecenter.com/PDFs/Key_2016_Medicare_Dates.pdf

